
Los Angeles Convention Center Addition, Los Angeles, California



LOTS OF UNOBSTRUCTED
SPACE A 'MUST' IN DESIGN
OF EXPANSION

When you set out to make one of
the country's largest exhibit centers
even larger, you have one prime
consideration:
space...lots of
open, high-
ceiling, unob-
structed space.

That was the challenge faced by
Gruen Associates/Pei Cobb Freed
& Partners in designing a 325,000-
square-foot addition to the Los
Angeles Convention Center, which
makes it the largest such facility on
the west coast.

The expanded
center serves as a
striking visual

entry to Los Angeles' downtown.
The city's skyscrapers, palms,
freeways and mountains serve as
pieces of urban art as convention
visitors view them through the
center's glass walls.

Strength of HSS Supports
Hall's High, Vaulted Ceiling 

According to Elliot Barker, one of
the project's architects, "We
needed a huge space because, let's
face it, some of the things people
bring to exhibits are huge them-
selves.  To create this kind of
column-free space," he adds, "you
need a great, vaulting ceiling.  And
the best way to span the large
distances beneath that ceiling is by
building it of trusses made of steel
Hollow Structural Sections (HSS).
HSS is incredibly strong, it's light-
weight and it gives you tremen-
dous design flexibility."

The result is truly huge!  The
center's new South Exhibit Hall

THE GREAT SPACE ADVENTURE



covers nearly 221,000 square feet
and features a 960'-long by 230'-
wide by 40'-high column-free
expanse.  It was a complex engi-
neering assignment--and made
more so by the need to build
everything to Seismic Zone IV
requirements.

HSS: 'You Can Pretty Much
Do What You Like! 

According to James Freed, Design
Architect, the use of steel HSS
gave the builders great flexibility.
"With HSS, you can fabricate all
kinds of complex structures and

shapes easily.  It lets you create
odd angles and continuous connec-
tions that you just can't make with
other kinds of structurals.  All you
need are some bolts, some gussets
and a welding machine, and you
can do pretty much anything you
like!"

The design shows Freed is true to
that vision, because the uninter-
rupted open space is created by the
use of "star" columns placed on
240' centers.  The columns consist
of four 14"-wide flange sections,
welded together around a central
16"-square HSS section.  Each star
column sup-
ports a pair of

20'-deep trusses and a second pair
of 20'-deep secondary trusses.

3-D Space Frames Brace
Entry Pavilions 

Elsewhere in the addition, the
entry pavilions feature an exposed-
HSS grid supporting huge expans-
es of glass.  The pavilion structures
were built of welded sections of
HSS that form a three-dimensional
space frame designed to withstand
the lateral forces caused by wind
and seismic activity.  The entry
pavilions are 160' high, as high as
a ten-story building.

The space frame sections consist
of 12"-diameter sections of round
HSS--with wall thickness varying
from 7/8" to 3"–that create a
completely unique design.  In
some instances, as many as 14
sections emanate from a single
node, and in several locations

where long spans
were required, double



HSS Committee Membership
Atlas Tube, Inc.
200 Clark Street, P.O. Box 970
Harrow, Ontario Canada  N0R 1G0
Telephone: (519) 738-3541

(800) 265-6912
Fax: (519) 738-3537

Bull Moose Tube Company
1819 Clarkson Road, Suite 100
Chesterfield, MO  63017
Telephone: (636) 537-2600

(800) 325-4467
Fax: (636)  537-5848

Copperweld
1855 East 122nd Street 
Chicago, IL 60633 
Telephone: (800) 733-5683 
Fax: (773) 646-6128
(In Canada)
14 Holtby Avenue
Brampton, Ontario
Canada L6X 2M3
Telephone: (905) 451-2400

(800) 268-3005
Fax: (905) 451-2795

Eugene Welding Company
P.O. Box  249
Marysville, MI  48040
Telephone: (810) 364-7421

(800) 336-3926
Fax: (810)  364-4347

Hannibal Industries, Inc.
P.O.  Box 58814, 3851 Santa Fe Ave.
Los  Angeles, CA  90058
Telephone: (323) 588-4261
Fax: (323)  589-5640

Independence Tube Corporation
6226  W. 74th Street
Chicago, IL  60638-6196
Telephone: (708) 496-0380

(800) 376-6000
Fax: (708) 563-1950

IPSCO Tubulars Inc.
P.O. Box 18, 2011 7th Avenue
Camanche, IA  52730
Telephone: (319) 259-0000

(800) 945-8936
Fax: (319) 242-9408

Maverick Tube Corporation
16401 Swingley Ridge Road,
Suite 700
Chesterfield, MO  63017
Telephone: (636) 733-1600

(800) 840-8823
Fax: (636) 733-1677

Novamerican Steel Inc.
2175 Hymus Boulevard
Dorval, Quebec, Canada H9P 1J8
Telephone: (514) 335-6682

(800) 361-1496
Fax: (514) 683-5285
(In United States)
600 Dean Sievres Place
Morrisville, PA 19067
Telephone: (866) 295-8813
Fax: (215) 295-8798

Productos Laminados 
de Monterrey, SA de CV
Headquarters & Monterrey Plant
Ave. Lazaro Cardenas 1525 Pte.
Col. Nino Artillero
Monterrey, N.L. Mexico C.P. 64280
Telephone: (8) 351-1625

(8) 351-1070
Fax: (8) 351-0322
(U.S. Office)
Prolamsa, Inc.
12603 SW Freeway, Suite 521
Stafford, TX 77477
Telephone: (281) 494-0900
Fax: (281) 494-0990 

Valmont Industries 
(Custom Structurals)
HWY 275
P.O. Box 358
Valley, NB 68064
Telephone: (800) 345-6825
Fax: (402) 359-4481 

Vest, Incorporated
6023 Alcoa Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  90058
Telephone: (323) 581-8823

(800) 421-6370
Fax: (323)  581-3465

Welded Tube of Canada Limited
111  Rayette Road
Concord, Ontario,
Canada  L4K 2E9
Telephone: (905) 669-1111

(800) 565-8823
Fax: (905) 669-8570

sections are connected with perpen-
dicular tubular spacers; these
structures act like trusses.

Taken as a whole, the Los Angeles
Convention Center addition is a
striking amalgam, born of glass,
steel and other materials, as well as
innovative design and the use of
leading-edge computer technology.

It's an appropriate symbol for a new
age, yet its very existence is made
possible by the strength and versa-
tility of one of the most ancient
building shapes: the column.  And
in this application, that shape has
found a 21st Century expression in
the form of steel HSS.
Principal participants in the conven-
tion center project, in addition to

the architect, included John A.
Martin & Associates, Inc.,
Structural Engineer; The Tanzmann
Associates, Edward C. Barker
Associates, Escudero, Fribourg
Associates and Stuart Ahn &
Associates, Associated Architects;
and George Hyman Construction
Co./M.A. Mortinson Co., General
Contractor
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